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SUBJECT: U.S.-FRENCH PLANNING TALKS 

REF: A. STATE 9349; B. STATE 9520 

1 . WE DELIVERED TO DE MONTBRIAL THIS MORNING 
(JANUARY 15) LETTER CONTAINED IN REF A. WE MET 
WITH CAP STAFF IN AFTERNOON AND RECEIVED THEIR RE- 
ACTION TO PROPOSALS IN LORD'S LETTER. 

2. FRENCH ACCEPT WITH PLEASURE INVITATIONS TO 
DINNER FEBRUARY 2 AND LUNCH FEBRUARY 3. THEY ARE 
DELIGHTED WITH ALL OTHER ARRANGEMENTS AS DESCRIBED 
IN THE LETTER. WITH REGARD TO THE SPECIFIC AGENDA 
ITEMS PROPOSED IN THE LETTER, FRENCH SUGGEST ONE 
CLARIFICATION AND ONE CHANGE: 

A. CLARIFICATION - FRENCH BELIEVE THAT DISCUSSION 

OF NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE AS INSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS 
AT THE EXPENSE OF THE MORE SUBSTANTIVE POLITICAL 
ISSUES INVOLVED IN WHAT DE MONTBRIAL DESCRIBED IN 
HIS LETTER (REF B ) AS "SCENARIOUS FOR THE EVOLUTION 
OF THE NORTH-SOUTH DIALOGUE.” CONSEQUENTLY, FRENCH 
WOULD PREFER TO SEE THAT AGENDA ITEM DEVELOP INTO 
DISCUSSION FOCUSING ON SUBSTANCE RATHER THAN ON 
INSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS. 
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B. CHANGE - FRENCH FEEL THAT PLACING ENTIRE LOAD 
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ON FRENCH OF LEADING DISCUSSION OF MORNING AGENDA 
ITEMS FOR FEBRUARY 3 WILL PROVE UNWORKABLE. FRENCH 
WOULD PREFER TO SEE U.S. TAKE LEAD ON MIDDLE EAST. 
PERSIAN GULF, AND INDO-CHINA ITEMS. FRENCH WOULD 
TAKE LEAD ON INDIAN OCEAN, SOUTHERN AFRICA (INCLUDING 
ANGOLA) AND NORTH AFRICA (E.G. ALGERIA), A NEW ITEM. 

IN ADDRESSING THESE THREE AREAS, FRENCH WOULD PLAN 
TO INTERRELATE THEM AS KEY AREAS SUBJECT TO 
POTENTIAL SOVIET PENETRATION. 

3. REGARDING SEPARATE MEETING ON DEFENSE AND 
SECURITY ISSUES ON THE MORNING OF FEBRUARY 4, FRENCH 
HOPE THAT DISCUSSION WILL TOUCH ON STANDARDIZATION, 
THE TACTICAL NUCLEAR SITUATION IN EUROPE (PARTICULARLY 
AS IT RELATES TO MBFR), NUCLEAR PROLIFERATION, 

AND THE GENERAL MILITARY SITUATION IN THE EUROPEAN 
THEATER. 

4. OUR COMMENTS ON STATUS, ROLE, SIZE AND CURRENT 
MAJOR INTERESTS OF CAP, AS WELL AS ON THE SUBSTANTIVE 
AGENDA ITEMS SUGGESTED FOR THE PLANNING TALKS 
FOLLOW BY SEPTELS. 
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